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LEFT
ADB's happy host, Barry
Reiher. Unfortunately, Barry

missed the end of the first
special test due to arrowing
problems (he was first
through) and he was penalised
heavily. It was enough to cost
him the win.

CENTRE LEFT

Speaking in his slow, country
drawl, Lester Yates thought
Raglan was "‘a pretty fair ride, |
'spose...” Lester likes his
rides tough because it doesn’t

bother him.

Lining up for the start are a
few of the remnants of the
huge 200cc class. Dashing
Darryl August is on the left,
wondering if his rear wheel will
be able to take the last strain
of the event. It did.
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Tim Aston has found that there
is more sponsorship in
enduros, so he's getting
involved in them instead of
trials. He also finds less and
less challenge riding trials,
because no-one can seem to

beat him.

million guestions @bout bringing in
foreign frull and vegetables, what
farms had | been-oniin the last ten
years, what diseases I'd ever had
did | like sheep and grass (what a
qguestion to ask a tourist!), and
having everything sprayed by bug
killer thiee times over, | officially
de-planed 16 be met by a grinning
Barry Reiher. He was easy (o
recognise. He spoke far louder
than everyone else at the aipoi,
he was wearing shorls and a
printed T-shirt which said in bold
letters “Whiritoa isn't for sissies!"
and he managed 1o tell me all
about NZ enduros in his very first
sentence

That's Barry. Full on, and all of it
about endurcs, The next week at
his place was a concentrated diet
of NZ enduros and how to speak
NZ

1l tell you this, though. New Zea-
land haspitality is something else

For instance, cars in NZ cost the
earth, and their worth
about 90¢ Austra 6 insporl
of any kind is not taken for granted
Yet Barry offered the full use of his
pride and jay, a 1957 Hillman Minx
Little ripper it was, too. Not anly
that, bul he look three days oft
work and s 1 them on trips to
and from Auckland airport helping
get the KTM from customs; as well
as speaking funny, New Zealand

ers are funny about allowing
motorcycles into their country
al one stage it looked as it we'd

have 1o kiss goodbye 1o the bike, it
was thal anm

3ut Barry's nothing if not stub-
born, and eventually we lcaded the
bike into the trailer and headed off

“No 125 class here in NZ, you
know, €h?" he laughed. “You'll
have 1o ride with the 200s! Ha! Ha!
Ha'™

Raglan 15 a small seaside town
on the west coast of the north
island, about 180kms below
Auckland. The area in which the
enduro was 1o be run is hilly. Very
hilly (NZers y “Very hully®)
Grassy, hilly, steep, slippery soil,
always moist (although Bany said
“There's been no rain for ages, €h?

Gonna be a dud for you, Geoff")
They told me on the Saturday
morning tha! it was only 150 kms
around the course, and | thought
“No sweat One — fifty ks isn't any-
thing. eh?" it was calching. the
way they spoke

About 95 riders showed up for
the start Actually, compared to the
cars most of them drove | was
quite surprised at the number of
cufrent models they were Tiding
Most were Japanese; actually, all
but three were Japanese. Those

28 were a Husgvarna, a Mon-

large group of New Zealanders
who were gathered around it say-
ing “Hill! Thus us truck, eh! Sexto
won utz a luttle wee bayutie, en!”

Because of the NZ Govern-
ment's need to balance the finan-
cial books manufactured goods
brought inte the country are sub-
jected to enormous duty. The case
with  motorcycles is incredible;
without even a local industry to
protect it they slam imported bikes
with almost 100% duty, making
them in most cases twice the price
they are in Australia

For example, a PE250X costs
about $3,300 (NZ)

When you consider that New
Zealanders earn less than Aus-
tralians and that their dollar is
worth less it isn't any surprise that
they stick only with Japanese
bikes

One thing any Australian rider
would have found fascinating was
the sheer number of new model
XR Hondas entered, all of them
Pro-Links. At the time there
such thing in Oz, and it looked as f
the New Zealanders had it made
These XRs | , B

What made it worse was they
were  all obviously  well used
b use d had them for a
while a omething ha e
done our stupid AD
thought

in the days leading up 1o the
start of the event Barry had out-
lined what he v 85 a big gap be-
the best NZ riders and
z He thought that
ride was over he'd
be able to pick out the people who
would do well, so he did

Lester Yates was one of them
Lester had come to Cessnock with
the NZ Vase Team in 1980, help
ing them to victory. He is re
knowned as a rider who might not
be blindingly fast on the trail but
who never, ever stops or DNFs. His
outlook on enduros is simple: the
naraer they ate, the betler he likes
them. Ot Raglan, he said: "Oh, ut
was a pleasant ride, eh?” He won
the Qpen class

Mark McDonald comes from
Waimauku, just down the road
from Barry and John Nicholson. He
was reckoned to be in the running
for best new NZ rider, proving it
during the Raglan event by taking
out overall first place, plus the

200cc class. And this despite
breaking his foot in the final
motocross test! Mark rides a

PE175, which Barry had super-
tuned on the Thursday night




ABOVE

Would you believe a cow
hurtied out of the bushes and
jumped on the KTM only three
kilometres into the second
section of the first day? And
things grew worse from there.
Team ADB may get around, but
it's not all beer and skittles.

ABOVE RIGHT

A Pro-Link negotiates a corner
with a backdrop of some typi-
cal Raglan scenery.

RIGHT
Barry Reiher

BELOW RIGHT
John Nicholson

BELOW

Graeme Harris (XR200RB) is
another trials rider having a
fling at enduros. He finished
5th in the 200 class.
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What did Dashing Damryl do?
Press an, of course. Then when he
finished the day with some lime up
his sleeve, why, he pulled the rear
wheel out of his PE and began rep-
lacing the spokes. Since the rules
specifically forbid using any parts
not carried during the event he
couldn't add any SpoKes

new
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INTERVIEW

BARRY REIHER &

JOHN NICHOLSON

Although New Zealand doesn’t claim to be the
world leader of enduro philosophy, they have
given the subject a lot of serious thought and
have evolved their own rules to suit their own
conditions. Barry Reiher and John Nicholson
"have, for the last three years, guided NZ enduro
thinking and have helped it to where it is today.
Both are past and present NZ Enduro Champions,
so their events are riders’ events.
Here is what they had to say.

by Geoff Eldridge

ADB: | wanted to talk about your
two levels of enduros here. You
have hard events like Raglan on
one hand. That came about
because of certain problems, At
the other end of the scale you are
also putting on something for the
Clubman.

John Nicholson: Yes, it's some-
thing we've been trying to get
going, an idea, a concept.

ADB: When did you begin to get it
going?

Barry Relher: The beginning of
last year. We had a two tiered
system — because it's so hard to
cater for two levels of experience
in the one event. We had a lot of
organisers who didn't like running
A and B grades. It was very, very
hard to run an event that's hard
enough for the A grade and easy
enough for the B Grade. So the
idea then came up that we will run
one event championshipwise and

LEFT ABOVE

More of Raglan’s countryside,
with Barry Relher In the
foreground.

LEFT BELOW

After the final motocross test
John Nicholson gets his breath
back. This test was run around
a short taped course near the
start/finish area and crossed
the creek flve times per lap.
Wet? You bet!

then, the same area same forest,

make two events of half that -

course distance. Very easy, very
social, very low key. Only about
three hours long, which means the
marking is very easy...

JN: Broken up into a lot of sec-
tions which means a lot of con-
trols. Work it out so they are 10
minutes early everywhere, and
with five sections you have 50
minutes just sitting around.

BR: So what it ends up with is that
you get now, with three sponsor-
ships, lots of organisers to run
local events but no-one to run
championship events!

We have just set up another

series this year, the southern
series of the Northern Island.
That's one in the north, four events,
and one in the southern half of the
north island, another four events. In
the south island on the west coast
there is a three event series called
the West Coast Series,
ADB: You New Zealanders aren't
very original when it comes to
naming your events, are you? Very
earthy.

JN: Very directional!

BR: At the moment we are trying
desperately to get another one
going which is the southern half of
the south island .. .

ADB: What's that one called?

BR: (Ignoring this remark) We
have to get the sponsors first and
then the guys are very keen to run
them, because as | say | provide

them with Master Sheets and
Check Sheets and Riders' Cards.
They get their posters done . ..
ADB: Where does the money
come from for that — that's your
levy is it?

BR: That's the levy and also we
get any sponsors we can and
make sure that they front up with
the paper work. It's the first thing
they front up with in any sponsor-
ship deal for NZ Enduros.

You can't say to them we want
$1,000. But you can say to them
we want rider cards and we will
put your name on top. We want
posters and we will put your name
on top. We want confirmation
sheets and we will put your name
on them. They'll do all that and it
comes to $1,000 anyhow.

So that's how the sponsorship
comes into it.

The organiser then, all he ends
up having to do is actually mark
two hours of track, which isn't very
hard to do for a club grade event-
type thing because its not very far
as the speed averages are slow.

Any championship rider can
come along. Anyone can enter
these events — but anybody that
has come better than 3rd place in
any championship event pre-
viously held doesn't get scored in
the event. So what it ends up as is,
all the top riders don't even appear
on the check sheets.

A guy that normally comes
about 10th looks up and says
"Cor! | came 3rd!" It doesn’t even
click because the experts are not
even on the master sheet. You can
even tell them at prizegiving that
there were a few experts in the
event and their scores are over
here — the guys are not interested.
Th;!ir whole thing is. | won, | came
3rd!

The enthusiasm is phenomenal.
The guys turn up on the morning,
you sign them in and you plonk
their bikes in line before you head
them out,

ADB: Have you ever had any
problem with that sort of thing —

signing up on the day? Because
back home it's a big psychological
thing — an organiser won't run an
enter-on-the-day event because
he reckons he'll get no one.

BR: No, we don't have any prob-
lems like that.

ADB: What is an average field
size?

BR: A hundred. In these events
last year we ran only one that had
under 100 and that was an
extremely wet Friday and an
extremely wet Saturday. It was at
Hikuatia which is an event which
is reknowned to be extremely
tough because of the conditions,
What happened was we got a field
of 60 which was the poorest field
that had ever turned out to one of
these clubman events.

ADB: Prior to having the two tier
system did you notice there was a
decline in riders because events
were just getting too hard for that
type of person?

BR: There was a total change in
NZ enduros two years ago. There
was a noticeable drop in entries,
and a noticeable drop in
enthusiasm. It seemed that it was
only stable riders carrying on. The
system was them mooted around
to go more to the Six Days idea
and so forth. It all came to a head
that the events were a bit hard and
jokers were blaming the event.
They couldn’t ride but they were
blaming the event because whey
they stopped all they could see in
front of them was an impossible
river or and an impossible hill. To
them impossible.

So the concept was, and it was
mainly a publicity stunt because
there were so few events, that the
events were going to be easy from
now on,

JN: Rather than just say that we
adopted new rules.

BR: | wrote a whole new rule
book.

JN: It became self evident that we
were going the wrong way. The
thing is that we were running the
eastern American system. The
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NZ’s BARRY REIHER
& JOHN NICHOLSON

eastern American system works in
the eastern US where they have a
legacy of enduro following and
guy's fathers rode enduros back in
the 40s on Triumphs and things.
The fact that the evenis are

incredibly hard doesn't warry any-
body, they expect that over there.
ADB: Yes, il seems to me that
over there finishing isn't a big deal
— just completing one section is.
BR: It all boils down to who is
going to do the organising of a
series and so forth, There were few
guys al that stage that would take
the job on. | got my arm twisted
severely and ended up doing it.
ADB: Your official title is New
Zealand National Co-ordinator for
Enduros, and John is the Publicity
Officer, right?

BR: This is the third consecutive
year that that has been the case.
The thing is, now it has grown to
be something very big, and very
organised. To the extent that it has
become more than a rider's,
enthusiast's type job to co-ordi-
nate and organise a series.

JN: In Australia, you have profes-
sional promotion, it seems. | often
wonder why in Australia none of
the top riders seem to be involved.
And yet they do a fair bit of bitch-
ing about the way events are run.
ADB: They have nothing what-
soever to do with running our
events, you're right. The clubs do it,
but there is no professionalism at
all.

JN: We had about two or three
guys like that in NZ and one of
them left and went to Australia.
BR: The thing is, our organisers
here are top riders and the top
organisers are top riders. They
know what to do on the track side
and they have been around
enough to know what cuts up and
so forth.

ADB: You have also got the rule
that if you don't work in one event
of your series you don't count in
the results. Is that right?

BR: No, not quite right. The rule
states that to gain points in NZ
Championships, of which there are
3, the North Island and the South
Island championship and a
National championship (totally
separale series) to get allocated
any points towards those you must
work in one enduro in NZ It
doesn't have to be one in each
series. You could work on one in
the Suzuki series, or one in the
Southern series or even the west
coast. But remember also, of
course, you also drop one round.
Say, in the North Island series, one
round you can't compete in.

JN: So whilst you can't compete
in one you have to help in some-
thing, so therefore it follows that
most people help in the champion-
ship rounds.

ADB: You guys have both been
over to Australia end probably
picked up a few ideas about what
was going on. | don't know what
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your reaction to that was, but it
seems to me lhat events here
have got a lot to teach our events,
BR: 1 think the big difference is we
are trying to cater grossly for whal
the masses want here.

The masses here want trail rid-

ing that they can finish. They
always like to finish. To any enduro
rider the worst thing is not to finish.
So whal happens is we are trying
to cater for A and B grade riders in
the same event and still caler for
sorting them out in cross country
conditions. | think Australia is try-
ing to do the same thing but is
sorting them out more in
motocross type tests than in cross
country conditions.
JN: You might have noticed our
terrain tests: we pick a piece of
consistent off-road riding that's
fairly demanding and has varied
cross-country riding without being
in bottleneck type of stuff, single
1ane, and that's not dangerous,

It can be up to 15 minutes of rid-
ing. The minimum is five. That's
one of the rules.

BR: One must be a minimum of
10 minutes and one must be a
minimum of 5 minutes each day.
JN: There have to be two per day,
you can't cover the same ground
twice and there is no practice on it.
ADB: You mean, if it's a two-day
the second day cant have the
same terrain tests?

JN: No. In all these tests you are
timed to the second.

Also, we have provisions for
motocross tests as well but you
are only allowed one motocross
test in an enduro.

ADB: | can see the value of that
because l've just come from the
Four Day and after four days of rid-
ing we had about 20 riders who
were separated by only about 10
seconds.

JN: Well, our philosophy is that
we are riding cross-country and it's
cross-country competition and
therefore we are testing some-
one's ability to ride cross-country.
ADB: We brought it back to being
motocross special tests for two
feasons.

One, it was argued pretty heavily
about safety. Everyone felt that by
having a motocross test you could
walk the track. It was only short
and you knew what was there so
you didn't get hurt. There would be
people around who could help you.

The other reason for it was that
everyone who seemed to have a
lot to say went to the Six Day and
came back and tried fo start mak-
ing our enduros Into Six Day
Qualifiers, What our aim is now is
not to train riders for the Six Days
in these events, but to have bulk
happy trail riders.

JN: There is a conflict there, to
say that. You say you are trying to
set up events for the bulk of riders,
right? But at the same time there
is a feeling amongst the fop guys
here in NZ that we don't want to
degrade the standard of events to
the point were they are virtually
road trials. We felt that Cessnock
was a road trial with special tests
around a motocross track (of
sorts) and it wasn't really relevant

to cross-country competition and
reliability as such.

BR: The big thing is that you are
talking to a couple of guys that
come through the NE| system —
the US New England rules system,
and we all are old and
experienced organisers and guys
are really into enduros and Cross-
country riding.

Although our rules set out how

to run special tests, the way | wrote
them was that*you have got to
have those tests but you can have
other tests as well. Now, if an
organiser wanted to we could
make motocross terrain  tests
count more than cross-country.
The reason they don't is not
because | write in the organiser's
guide “don't do this”, it's because
organisers don't want to.
JN: Even within these rules there's
quite a bit of room for scope. For
instance, Russell Hurring sways,
gets on a different plane some-
times, on different ideas.

A while ago he was into the idea
that we should be more like the Six
Days, and special tests should be
a grasstrack thing, so what he did
down at his event was that he
organised a grasstrack which was
taped all the way. It was 3 kms
long: it was a mammoth task!
Basically it was a series of points
of land that went out into a lake —
grassy, just rounded ridges that
went out into the lake and he ran
this grasstrack, backwards and
forwards on these different bits,
and it had all these off-cambers, it
went down little sheep tracks in
places, but basically it was wide,
about 20 yard wide, with lots of
corners . . . all the time on grass.

Our grass, now you have seen it,
is long and thick and quite slipp-
ery, not dirt with bits of grass
placed out like Cessnock.

ADB: Nasty, nasty!

JN: It was run in two directions
and that was a very, very good ter-
rain test. The point is, in our system
you have still got the scope to do
that but you can't just go around
and around in one little spot.
ADB: | think a lot of ours now is
tending to be a bit of a fad, | don't
know where its going to head. But
what are you thoughts on that?
What do you think it's doing to our
riders?

BR: Let me answer one thing:
your safety aspect was a big argu-
ment for your terrain test system.
My immediate answer to the
safely thing is, going to a
motocross personally, and watch-
ing, there's more heavy-duty acci-
dents because guys know where
they are going and have to ride to
the absolute limit of their motorcy-
cle to win.

Whereas in our terrain tests,
you've never seen them before. It's
cross-country, no danger marks.
The fast guys ride as tast as they
can handle. The guys that can't
handle it are scared and they but-
ton off and they go as fast as they
can handle.

JN: Don't you feel that is just a
fluke toa? | can see some point in
that safety argument, especially

when you're talking about a lot of
dust, which seems to be common
in Australia

BR: Let me put it this way. The
only terrain test | saw in Australia
that was valid on your argument
was in a quarry in Cessnock.

The other terrain test, as far as |

was concerned, you knew that
there was a rocky downhill and
there was a line you could pick on
it. If you held your bike straight, you
nailed il and you went! Now, if you
made one error on those rocks it
was curtains, If you hit the top of
that hill and had never seen it
before, every rider would have
gone 20 miles an hour slower. To
me, going down through those
rocks having seen them as dan-
gerous. Going down not having
seen them wouldn't have been
dangerous.
ADB: We went through a period
there last year and the year before
where enduro medical claims on
our insurance system were higher
than any other branch of the sport.
They were just about trying to stop
enduros on that basis.

After every enduro you just had
so many people off work and
claims here and there and every-
where.

JN: That's the thing: your condi-
tions might be ditferent and falling
off might be more severe.

BR: | feel that over there it's awful
hard, the ground.

JN: We could do it like its done in
Austratia. We could just ride
around for two days in the bush
and then have a motocross at the
end. But to me all that riding
around in the bush just seems
pointless.

ADB: A lot of guys have said in
Australia that you can just sit there
and say “he's gonna win and he's
gonna win." You don't need to ride
at all.

BR: No. You may as well sit down
and say "Joe Blogs, you ride
around for me and Il sit around
until the special tests.”

When you see the top riders

with bikes and machinery as reli-
able as they are now, they just
have to nurse them along.
JN: | get the feeling — ! have
never been to the Six Day although
| know you guys have — but it
seems to me a lot of the way the
Six Day is, is only that way
because it's the result of pressure
from the big factories. It seems to
me that if you have an event that is
basically quite easy and s
decided on special tests, the fac-
tories could cover their bets far
befter with an event with
motocross tests.

They can say nothing is going to

go wrong on the cross-country
side of it and the outcome is that
by buying up the best special test
riders you have got a far better
chance of winning.
ADB: Europe is different to here
and | used to go along with a Six
Day philosophy of running our own
enduros. But in the last year | have
changed my mind and | go along
with your ideas a bit more.

One of the reasons it's like it is in
Europe is because the biggest

selling motor in Europe is the 50,
and the 75,

Anywhere in Europe there are
billions of them. Everyone rides
them. No-one here would be seen
dead on them and our fields are
different.

Over there, if you want to go to
work, you get a moped. Whole
families have been brought up that
way, to think 50cc engines are
perfect, so that the big emphasis
over there is on the small stuff.

Even though they have lot of
guys who are on the big
capacities, they have to cater for
small capacities, so they have a
50, 75, 100 and 125 class.

Now, the rules specifically state
that the course has to be navig-
able by everybody who can enter.
So in other words the course has
to suit a 50, so you can't put in a
big hill or a boitomless bog simply
because the 50's can get
through. That defines your course.
Then they have big crowds, which
is the other thing, so they put the
special tests on the way they do.

It's also more historical than it is
here because thal's where it
started. In the old days it was a
true road trialwhich is where your
reliability came from, because the
bikes those days would never fast
50 g\iles in a pink fit on bad dirt
road.

Our philosophy s that
we are riding cross-
country and it’s cross-
country competition and
therefore we are testing
someone’s abllity to ride
cross-country.

— J%hn Nicholson

BR: You might have noticed here
that the motocross test at Raglan
wasn't used as a motocross test, it
was used as publicity, entertain-
ment stuff. Which is great and
that's what its all about. All the
guys who could ride in that' test
rode balls out for a giggle.

ADB: Yeah, that's another thing.
You guys stipulated that if you
didn't finish that final test, you
might as well have stayed home
the whole weekend. Yet everybody
went out and rode like a maniac,
except me, and endangered their
chances. | couldn't see the point in
that attitude.

BR: You have to realise that no
one thought about that — we're
not sensible enough to figure it out.
We're just into riding. Everybody
went flat-out — they could have
broken a chain or seized the bike.
Silly things.

JN: | tell you who did ride very cir-
cumspectly — the man on the
blue bike! And he spent about 3
races looking at the track. The
trials guy: a very calculating lad, is
our Mr Tim Aston,

ADB: Good on him,

BR: You see, that's the difference.
I'm a hoon and he's not. And that’s
where NZ Enduros have been in
the past, in the hands of guys who
love riding, not in the hands of
guys who love winning.

ADB: Back home, if you reached
the end and you were down 5,000
points and they had a special fest
you would virtually just motor
around. You wouldn't jeopardise
anything. You have gone that far,
what are you going to prove?
JN: Well, | did that at Cessnock
Rode very safely in the final test.
BR: Sucker! | thrashed my gem of
a motorcycle till it died!
JN: You mean you pushed it up all
the hills! (Laughter,gJ
ADB: But you see what I'm get-
ting at. You guys have a com-
pletely different attitude. | don‘t
think that's necessarily wrong, as
what you are doing is really suiting
your own conditions — That's what
we have got to start thinking about
in Australia. Not just blindly follow-
ing everybody from overseas.
BR: Right. We have got a big
attitude change now, here in NZ.
Because we put a lot of effort into
getting focal events, the clubman
events, there are more of them
than championship events now.
This could be why Raglan was a
bit harder, Because we have got
local events and if guys can go to
a local event and ride, fair enough.
And if they go to a championship
event and can't hack it — that's
fair enough too, because they can
always say, OK | will go to some
more local events.
ADB: Championship being North,
South Island Championship or
North, South and National?
BR: Our enduro calendar at the
moment has 25 events in NZ. So
the other 17 are clubman events. If
you go to a championship trial in
NZ and you can't ride or you are a
B grade rider you won't get
through one section. They're hard.
| think that we can do that now,
and push the publicity to say, OK
not finishing a championship
event is still good. Whereas in the
past not finishing was bad. The
next step is to get them to say OK,
not finishing a championship was
good as long as you get to section
2. 50 it becomes more like you see
in the Eastern Enduros in the
States. Guys say, "l got to section
2, I'm gonna go back next year and
see if | can get to section 3!"
Whereas the top riders were aim-
ing for cleans: you don't mention
that this way we can get back to
the stage where top riders are
tested.

You might have noticed that
there were about 8 riders at Rag-
lan who cleaned both days and did
it no sweat, and we only had 23
finishers.

To get those guys to keep their
standard up we have got to have
events like that.

JN: Nothwithstanding that, we still
didn't have enough people finish at
Raglan. | think that 23 is a bit light
out of 100. | reckon 30 to 35 is
more like it out of 100 in a hard
event — a national event.

ADB: An event can be hard, yet
you could probably still finish 70
peofle. Js that possible, do you
think?

JN: No. Because the standard of
riders is just so bad. Most of the
those who didn't finish, didn't com-
plete the first section.

BR: What's annoying is everyone
else is saying enduros are hard,
but for two years now l've never
had to work really hard to gel over
any obstacle. That's why | would
like to see championship enduros
toughen up: to make the lop guys
really work as much as other guys
are working in a club event

Otherwise you are catering
totally for them.

As tar as I'm concerned per-
sonally | put in a lot of work why
shouldn't | ride what | want?

JN: Like, our national champion
gave up because there was no
challenge left in it for him. It was
too easy, he said, he didn't just
want to race around. What percen-
tage would they represent? Oh,
very small but it is a viewpoint.
ADB: Well, we have viewpoints
like that too.

BR: That's why my desperate aim
at the moment is to go to eastern
enduros in the States because
they are publicised as being tough

. and nothing here gives that
challenge anymore. That's not the
national viewpoint, it's something
very personal.

BR: Mind you I think we've come
somewhere in  New Zealand
because no-one was moaning thal
the event was too hard at Raglan,
which is a big change. They all
said we'll have to work on speed

B, | P

If you go to a champion-
ship trial in NZ and you
can’t ride or youare a B
grade rider, you won’t
get through one section.
They’re hard.

— Barry Reiher

and that sort of thing and that's a
definite change in attitude. | think
we may now be able to come
around slowly and be able to set
them a bit like that.

ADB: One thing | did notice was
your course-marking. It wasn't very
good, was it?

JN: Raglan was harder than it
should have been. That was
because the last one was too easy.
Well, partly because of that. They
got feedback from the riders that it
was a bit easy. It was a bit short
really, more than easy, last time.
Other factors affected Raglan —
for instance, the guy that has been
doing Raglan for umpteen zillion
years had a crook back, Gary
Wendt.

Gary never really saw the whole

course so it was done br all new
guys. Enduros go in cycles, Guys
drop out and you get a fusion of
new blood and with the guys who
marked the course what they
come up with was just not quite
fine-tune.
BR: Gary told them where to go.
What they did was, they thought,
“oh this is prefty easy”. It takes a
very experienced guy to know
what 100 bikes can do. So they
packed the course with too much
hard stuff.

JN: Also, they got sucked into the

tact they wanted more distance
and they got into the old thing —
well, there's a real good track
down there but 1o loop it up, well,
we have just to go up this range
right here. I won't be too bad, no
they'll get up there . . .
BR: A problem with those guys
was they didn't realise that to get
such a long course, which they
wanted, meant extra marking.
ADB: How long was it?
BR: It was whal we consider a
very long course, 150 kilomettes a
day.
ADB: By your standards, that is a
long event?
BR: Yes, because by our stan-
dards Raglan's speed averages
were very fast: they were 30
kilometres an hour in that going,
which is fast. And they had 1o have
that tight average because they
were going so far and because
they were going so far they
couldn't do the marking up to stan-
dard and one thing led to ancther.
it all boils down to the fact of lack
of organisational talent and top
riders who could have told them.
ADB: This business with the
marking, | thought Raglan was
very sparse ... the arrows were
very small and not easy to see.
Your entry fee is $12.00, which by
Australian standards is less than
halt price. Obviously, you don't
have a lot of money to splash
around for things like arrows, so
that's why you go for your method
of marking?
JN: No, we don't go for the Raglan
sort of marking at all!
BR: The markers actually in the
rules are a given size.
ADB: What is the size based on?
BR: The size is based on people
like us deciding what we can see! |
have actually decided that the size
in the rules isn't any good. We
received our own arrows the other
day for our event, made to the
rules, and they are too small.
ADB: When you decided that
arbitrary size, what was it?
BR: 300 by 100 millimetres. The
thing was, in farmland it is too
small. It comes down to organisa-
tional talent in NZ — like, we could
have picked out immediately
those Raglan markers were too
small. We could have also told
those guys not to place markers
on ridge tops, and farmland,
because looking into the daylight,
you can't see them.
JN: Another problem was that
they wanted to make the markers
on plastic and they couldn't find
dazzle paint to spray on plastic so
they sprayed it with a Dulon lac-
quer which was not fluorescent to
the extent that we needed.

| noticed that in Australia you
guys didn't use fluorescent
markers.
ADB: But you know what makes
our arrows so easy to see? They
are printed on a white background,
and they are much bigger.
JN: This is something | mentioned
to Barry a while ago but we didn't
come fo any agreement on it |
reckon that it would be a lot more
visible to have them on a white
background.
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BR: Trouble is, if we did that and |
tried to enforce that idea I'd have
to supply them and at the moment
I'm not financial enough. Maybe
next year. See, we charge a levy of
$2.00 per evenl and the money
has to come from that.

JN: Yes, but you think what the
different Clubs spend making their
own arrows. | mean you say it
costs too much to have them
printed, but when you think aboul
it, it's a couple of boxes of dazzle
paint you're talking about.

BR: It's only $60 you're talking
about in dazzle paint. We have
used more markers this year than
any club | have ever known and
that's what it cost us. Thousands,
we are talking about: we are up 1o
our 2000th marker at the moment.
It's a lot of markers.

We have a $1,200 budget for a
National Event. That's the total
income and you have got to take
everything out of that. Normally
there's some sort of function, and
trophies. There used to be all the
paper work, taking the local far-
mers for a feed or something, or
the forestry service or whatever.
Some people are paying a minimal
token amount to some of the
organisers for petrol, but that's not
normal.

So it's running on a very small
scale. And that's what the printed
arrows would come down to:
printed arrows would become a
major cost.

ADB: No they don't. You buy them
once, and you can re-use them.
Two years, four or five events, and
they are still re-usable.

JN: But you haven't got water.
ADB: Yes, they can stay out in a
certain amount of rain.

BR: Our markers have been in
that forest for two months — do
you know why? Because it takes
me so long to arrow the course
and | know how to mark in a hurry
— | mark about 5 times as fast as
most guys do. It takes me seven
hours marking for each hour’s rid-
ing.

When you are doing a 7 hour
track, there you are, 7 days, That's
just marking and when you con-
sider that we normally find where
we are going in one area, put up
the markers and go to the next
area to find the tracks, you are
talking about two months in
advance,

So the arrows end up being out .

in the weather a long time.
Cardboard couldn't handle that
much rain.
ADB: What | did was find the
course first: | mapped it all out,
worked out exactly where the
course was going to be and then,
the weekend before, we just went
up and arrowed it. And that's going
in reverse for the 2nd day, where
you don't in NZ.
BR: | think the thing is you mark
on.a lot of tracks — you are mark-
ing on existing stuff.

When you and | went in that
forest on Friday, there was a track
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there because we made it there.
That's all there was and when you
go through there that means every
second three has to be marked. So
when you are talking about that, it
is very slow marking and that’s the
problem.

JN: In other words, to get back to
your question, was Raglan marked
to the standard that we consider
adeguate? No.

BR: !t's never been that poor in
the past, never ever.

JN: You must get that in Australia
as well, where events go in cycles
— an event can run really well for
three or four years and then, the
next year something goes wrong.
ADB: Do you find its having any

difference on your entry, now that
people can pick and choose? Do
you notice that the lesser events,
the easier ones, are getting all the
entries?

It annoys me here to think that
because something comes
from overeeas people think it's
got to be better.

g6 i
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JN: Whenever you have a local
event, it might be a one day B
grade event, all the local trail riders
from all over that area will pour in
and they will enter. But if you hold
a National, you will have people
from the whole island coming.
What you get is still the same
quantity of entries but different
quality.

The one thing that you have got
to realise is that we go through an
incredible number of names. | was
doing a national mailing list and
we started off with 50 names.
When it got to 1,000 or 1,100
names | threw it away because
you look back and 600 of that
1,000 never turned up the next
season.

In other words we are going
through a lot of riders. At the time |
thought it just must be a product of
the type of events we run. But |
think nriow it's alclug::}: a sign ofdtihe
type o peo:e o are riding
motorbikes. A lot of people ride
bikes for two or three years then
pet married or play squash of get a
boat or something.

ADB: What sort of effect do you
think the pricing of your bike parts
and unavailability of gear has on
events here in NZ?

BR: Nothing, nothing, because
everyone rides the same bikes.
ADB: Does it stop you or make
you think twice about going to a
really bad event?

BR: You are talking to the wrong
guys here. It's been 2 or 3 years
since we paid for anything! With
some guys I'm sure it does,
because my brother-in-law comes
out here and he’s on the bludge
continually.

it's unrealistic to us, but | think a
lot of the younger guys, the guys
with the bikes, it does have some
effect on them. The guys who

— Barry Reiher

decide to ride, though, they ride
and that's that. | don't know how
many guys we are missing out on
who would ride if it weren'l lor the
pricing factor. There are a lot
people who are riding sub-stan-
dard machinery just to have a ride.
You have to turn a blind eye some-
times. But the standard of our gear
in the last year has gone up. It's
just all ITs, PEs and XRs, they are
all  just genuine out-and-out
enduro machines now.

Nothing Mickey Mouse. All the
guys have got boots. (much
laughter) I'm serious! And we have
all got helmets! But, you don't
know what it was like! They used
to ride in work boots and helmets
like you had never seen. His
brother had one from when he was
in the Hells Angels, only painted
14 times!

ADB: What about all those four-
strokes?

BR: Four-strokes — the South
Island just loves them! They com-
pete directh}( with the new model
PE. which didn't really take off as
well as the old model. And the new
model IT. They all came out here at
exactly the right time, within about
3 weeks. All the bikes are avail-
able. XRs are bought because the
guys ride them on the street. They
ride them because they want to
ride them to' work and they ride
them around the street and the
four-stroke is far more suitable.
The biggest selling bike in NZ at
the moment is the XR200. The
point is, it's not sold as an enduro
mount, it's sold as a farm bike, as a
work bike and a play bike and then
as a serious enduro bike. Whereas
all the others are sold as serious
enduro bikes. A lot of people in NZ
have a bike to ride to work: at the
weekend they change the tyres
and take it to an enduro. After the
enduro they clean it and ride it to
work the next day. If you've got a
PE it's going to wear out.

ADB: | was quite amazed to see
how many four-strokes you have
got. Does it make you feel good to
know we don't have them?

JN: No. It's a big publicity stunt,
how a four-stroke is supposed to
be competitive, I'm totally con-
vinced, competitive wise, the 2
stroke is far-superior,

You go down to the South Island,
and it's different. This is a fact: |
won a South Island enduro outright
in XR country — they didn't even
have a Suzuki dealer in the town
— and they said “Boy, wouldn't you
go good on a Honda!" I'm serious!
Now that's the attitude. It's
because of all sorts of factors: it's
local dealer size, the promotion,
the area, that sort of thing has a
big effect here.

JN: You don't have thousands of
brands to pick from here. Another
thing is, it's all single brand
dealers, Honda is one, Suzuki is
one, Yamaha is one, Kawasaki is
doday.

ADB: You don't have anything
else except Husqvarna, do you?
BR: They've only just come in. You
know, you can get your Montesas
and Bultacos. They are available,
but they haven't put anybody on

one. For enduros, there's a big
resistance to them. Do you know
the price of a Husky 250WR in NZ
is $4,3007 And you can buy a PE
for §3,300.

It's 25% more for the exolic
machinery and when you want a
Mahle piston you are paying $100
JN: The other Ihing is that you
couldn't go and buy a Husqvarna
off the floor tomorrow because
there isn't one
BR: | desperately wanted a Wide
Ratio 250 four years ago, had it
ordered for 3 months and it never
arrived, so | ended up with a
Bultaco as it was the only thing
available.

ADB: Does that get to be frustrat-
ing?

BR: No, people accept it.

JN: You just look at what's avail-
able. You say, | can get a PE an IT
a KLX or an XR. It doesn't matter. It
there were only TT250s available
we would all be on them racing
around and all having a good time.

The guys who ride NZ enduros
ride their bikes to work. The
average guys do anyway. All of
them only own one bike and they
all ride them to work whether they
be PE, IT or anything. And they
have got to get home on Friday
night and prepare the bike for
each event.

Racing in Australia:seems to be

an ego thing. Racing here for most
guys is trail rides.
ADB: No. Racing over there is,
you have a bike and it only cost
you $1,500, you get a trailer that
only cost a couple of hundred dol-
lars and a car that cost you three
or four thousand. That's not a big
investment. To have a trailer and a
car to tow you bike to the races is
not a big deal. It's not an ego trip at
all.

I's just a conventional way to do
it. It means that you don't have to
boit the thing up each night and
ride it to work the next day
because no-one rides a competi-
tion bike to work in Australia. We
don't need to. Petrol is much
cheaper so we can use our cars
more than you can in NZ,

BR: We obviously follow along
with you guys. You're always a
step ahead of us.

ADB: At home we criticise the
Americans because they are a
step ahead of us!

BR: It annoys me here to think
that because something comes
from overseas that people think it's
got to be better, I'd say that's our
biggest problem here with the
ISDE.

It happened at the national
meeting last year: we were dis-
cussing NZ problems, and some-
one says “why don't we ask Phil
Lovett here to say something rele-
vant on NZ enduros as It relates to
the ISDE rules?”

This is the problem here — an
inferiority complex. it's not until you
go overseas like we did to
Cessnock last year that you see
things in perspective. | was the
same. You come back and say,
"well, that was an abortion!”,

We have it better right here at

home!
e
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When | arrived Barry Reiher was
on about tyres quite a bit. | listened
sceptically to his ravings about
wet weather tyres, grass tyres and
mud tyres. | figured, just as | do in
Australia, that since | had two new
tyres on my bike it would be just
fine for Raglan. Barry would laugh
and then talk about tyres a bit
more.

Let me tell you this: he was right,
and riding in NZ you have to
unlearn everything you've learnt in
Australia. In bogs you head for the
deepest looking rut, because it has
the best bottom; if you aim for the
most solid looking line you'll sink
to your hubs in quicksandy-type
mud which'll suck your boots off.
When you charge across a pad-
dock and see a slight dip you have
to stop and look for a way around:
dips mean bogs thatll stop your
bike from 80km/hr to Okm/hr in a
split second, even though they're
covered with grass and look solid.
The secret is to aim for clumps of
bushes, because that's where
there are solid bases, although in
Australia they are usually hiding a
rock or a stump.

New Zealand creeks are weird,
too. The deepest part is at the
bank and the deal is you leap
madly out into the centre of them
where it's shallowest. Don't pussy-
foot around and ride into them like
in Oz because your front wheel
keeps" going underwater like the
Nautilus. | must have lost the bike
five times like this: I'm a slow
learner.

And if you're looking for traction
ignore grass. NZ grass is only
good for sheep and cows, not for
Metzelers (or any other tyre). All
you do when you get on grass is
slide all over the universe.

What about treachery? Of all
the places on earth, Raglan would
rate as the most treacherous. At
every crest of a hill or ridge there is
a precipice on the other side. Do a
big thing off the top of a hill to
impress a sheep and you're instant
history and you'll have to wait a

couple of weeks to get your bike
back. Don't laugh: it happened to a
few riders in the event! Also, they
have this habit of following ridge
lines for miles: the top of these
ridges are only one, maybe two,
feet wide and on either side is
such a steep drop that you'd be
hard put to even climb back up to
get help. A ot of NZ riders carry
tow ropes: not to get a tow when
their bikes blow up but to enable
them to haul them back up from
the abyss.

It's all true! And they reckon it
gets worse in other parts of the
country!

As far as | was concerned, day
one was dreadful. My own per-
sonal feelings aside, | thought to
myself that if Raglan was repre-
sentative of NZ enduros, then it
was a miracle anyone except the
experts turned up. But then, it was
round one of their National Cham-
pionships and their thinking is that
it's OK to have the Championships
harder than the Clubman events
run elsewhere in NZ. That's fair

enough, | suppose. We don't have
that thinking here in Australia: | do
know, however, that if we ran
events as hard as Raglan, we'd
hear a lot of heavy complaints
from most every rider in the coun-
try, and the promoters would more
or less be forced into easing up for
the sake of the future.

Day one must have been a little
on the heavy side for the Hamilton
Club organisers, too, because day
two saw three sections withdrawn
— the bottleneck hill, the mudhole
and the tree root sections. The day
was shorter and considerably
easier, and nearby all of the sec-
ond day's starters (28) finished:
there were 23 finishers overall.

Despite a concerted effort by
Barry Reiher and John Nickolson
New Zealand riders aren't fully into
all the nuances of enduros. Sure,
they can ride well under difficult
conditions but they don't think
hard enough in some cases. The
best example of this would be their
Final Speed Test.

LEFT

Mark McDonald Is one of NZ’s
brightest hopes, and proved it
by taking out the overall on his
PE175X, which he ran in only
the day before Raglan.

BELOW

Tim Aston works on his IT prior
to the second day.

| ABOVE CENTRE

Dashing Darryl broke 12
spokes In his rear wheel, so he
simply respoked It during the
work break on the morning of
the second day.

ABOVE

As soon as he finished fixing
the wheel, he made the cold
start test, then leapt straight
off a bank into the creek,
instead of going a few metres
around it. That's where he gets

| his nickname, doing things like

that.

LEFT

4 Greg Power lived in the Raglan

area when he was young — his
parents own a farm just down
the road. Needless to day,
Greg loves Raglan country.
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In the first place there is no such
thing as giving a rider maximum
points for failure 1o finish this final
race against the clock: DNF it and
you might as well have stayed at
home the whole weekend.

Does that worry the New Zea-
landers? Not in the slightest: they
all rode this test as if their lives
depended on it. No matter how far
back in the points they were they
ALL tried to win and they ALL rode
ten-tenths. The best they could
each hope to gain was 10 or 15
points, which in all cases wasn't
enough to make any differences.

Australian riders are cool and
calculating in this respect — they
won't jeopardise their finish to gain
a few points when they are out of
contention anway.

New Zealanders are in there for
the race.

£l * »

On the way home in the Air New
Zealand DC10 | reached the cori-
clusion that | was enjoying plane
flights a lot more than enduros
these days. Gore, the south
island’s second round of the
National Championships, didn't
really appeal to me at that time,
looking out the window at the
cumulus clouds and the Tasman
far below.

New Zealand had been interest-
ing, no doubt about that. But these
long trips to go places only to
wallow around in bogholes or
crash all over a series of exposed,
slippery tree roots weren't my cup
of tea.

On the other hand, the good NZ
riders loved it, and listening in
fascination to their strange
accents as they described the
Hikuatia Experts run or the
ridgelines of some other enduro, |
wondered if they weren't all crazy,
these people across the Tasman.

Maybe I'd have to go back to
Gore to find out, eh?

UP TO 200cc
1 Mark McDonald
2 Barry Reiher

3 Darryl August

4 Barry Watkins

5 Graeme Harris

200cc-260cc
1 Tim Aston,

2 John Nicholson.
3 Greg Power. .

4 Russel Mills

PEN
1 Lester Yates. ...
2 Stephen Oliver.
3 Grant Oliver....... 8,771 Bronze
4 Murray Thorn 8,991 Bronze

CENTRE RIGHT

The first of the 200cc class at
a control, halfway through the
first day.

RIGHT

Mark McDonald in action.
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“Now that's got to be

pretty well par for the
course" right before | was
about to leave for the last
endurc | went to. Suddenly,
right there, the stupidity of the
whole deal made me feel like
a bit of a fool

Hell, who in their right mind
IS going to invest a whole pile
of money in a motorbike, fit
himself out 1n the trickest
looking riding gear, get himself
a really spoofy van, pay
heaps in entry fees, lay out
bulk dollars for fuel for the
bike, THEN . get this
THEN have their bike's whole
gearbox spread around the
floor of the garage, half an hour
before you're due to drive for
five hours to get to an event
you've been looking forward to
for three months?

That would have to take the
cake for stupidity . well,
maybe not stupidity, but some-
thing pretty close to 1, now
wouldn't it?

Problem is, that's what | do
for every event. [l say that
again: EVERY event. And it's
damn near driving me crazy!
There have been times, | can
tell you, when I've made the
firm resolution to mend my
ways, and get ready well and
truly before I'm due to ride, but
the incessant urgency of the
late night spanner turner must
provide some sort of essential
drug that makes it just about
impossible to change once
you've developed this tardi-
ness

All | know is there's no way
that | can ever have my bike
ready to ride until it's the day
before the event, or even bet-
ter; on the actual day itself
The most incredible thing,
though, is that most of the
people | know who are into
enduros like me (with a few
notable exceptions, of whom
nothing more will be heard in
this little piece for obvious
reasons) are exactly the same

Let me illustrate the situa-
tion with a few examples and
you'll understand what | mean,

There was a time when |
was going o an event in sunny
Queensland with my brother
and the scenario is as follows:
Amazingly, I'd finished working
on my bike about iwo that
afternoon (thal is, Friday: it
was a two day enduro we were
going to) and | was at work till
six after that. When | came
home from work there was
brother with his damn KTM
spread all over the place, try-
ing to figure out why his lights

I can remember thinking:

A STITCH

—

IN TIME...

Houring out before you even get to the race

If you're one of those people who always has his
bike ready two weeks before itis due to be
ridden, have your gear washed, ironed and
packed ready to go, have always got a car with a
full gas tank and a trailer whose lights always
work, then this story isn’t for you.

by Philip Eldridge

didn't work, not to mention the
fact that he'd only just put the
head and barrel back on two
minutes before | walked in
after having it rebored,

Phew! That was OK, | guess,
but none of the lights on the
trailer worked either, and there
was a problem with the car
(his, we were going in his van
this time): the fuel gauge

didn't work, showing a per-
petual state of emptiness. He
couldn't remember how long it
had been since he'd put petrol
in it, and there was a petrol
strike on in Sydney at the time

Needless to say, when we
did finally manage to get every
thing fixed and on our way, it
meant an all night drive to the
site of the event, getting there

at seven the next morning. His
start time was seven fifteen,
mine was seven thirty three.
Also, needless to say, neither
of us set the world on fire that
day: he lost something like
twenty three minutes and | lost
something like fifty eight
minutes. | finished that event

} over
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